Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 05708 081729Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEAE-00 EB-07 OES-07 SS-15 NSC-05 
TRSE-00 IO-13 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 COME-OO 
ARAE-00 /069W 

081826Z 118181/43 

P 081719Z JUN77 

FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7932 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 5708 

EO 11652GDS 

TAGS: PFOR OVIP VE US 

SUBJ: PEREZ STATE VISIT: REQUEST FOR CABINET 
BILATERALS 

1 . WE RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BILATERALS BE HELD 
DURING THE PEREZ STATE VISIT: 

A MEETING BETWEEN MINISTER OF MINES VALENTIN 
HERNANDEZ AND JAMES R SCHLESINGER, ASSISTANT TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR ENERGY. 

B MEETING BETWEEN MINISTER OF FINANCE HECTOR 
HURTADO AND MINISTER OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS MANUEL PEREZ GUERRERO ON THE ONE HAND. AND 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY BERGSTEN, 

AND UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
RICHARD COOPER ON THE OTHER. 

2. THE PURPOSE OF THE FIRST MEETING WOULD BE TO 
INITIATE AN IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF THE ENERGY PICTURE 

AND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE US AND VENEZUELAN POSITIONS 
TO IT. BY SEPTEL WE ARE FORWARDING WHAT WE 
UNDERSTAND TO BE THE INTERNAL AGENDA WHICH PRESIDENT 
PEREZ AND MINISTER HERNANDEZ ARE WORKING UP FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DISUCSSION IN WASHINGTON. IN AT LEAST THIS AREA 

THE GOV MAY SUGGEST SOME KIND OF PATTERN FOR ON-GOING BILATERAL 

CONSULTATIONS. ONE THOUGHT WHICH THEY MAY SUGGEST 

IS TO HAVE THE STATE VISIT FOLLOWED SHORTLY BY A 

MEETING OF ENERGY EXPERTS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES TO 

REVIEW THEN NEED FOR A REGULAR PATTERN OF CONSULTATIONS 

ON THE GENERAL ENERGY PICTURE. 
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3. THE MEETING WITH SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL WOULD 
BE TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOW-UP TO THE CIEC MEETING 
AND INTERNATIONAL MONETARY QUESTIONS. 

4. WE RECOMMEND THAT THESE BILATERALS BE SCHEDULED 
SEPARATELY FOR THE AFTERNOON OF WEDNESDAY. JUNE 29. 
PRESIDENT PEREZ IS VERY LIKELY TO HAVE THE MINISTERS 
WITH HIM DURING THE OTHER PARTS OF THE TWO-DAY 
VISIT. WE UNDERSTAND INFORMALLY THAT THE MINISTER 
OF MINES WOULD BE WILLING TO REMAIN BEHIND THRUSDAY 
AND/OR FRIDAY OF THE NEED FOR IN-DEPTH DISCUSSIONS ON 
ENERGY WOULD APPEAR ADVISABLE. 
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